What is claimed is: 

1. An image processiiig apparatus comprising: 

a contour image generator for generating a contour image from an input 
image generated by reading, as a multi-valued image, print contents of 
printed matter into; 

a contour adder foV adding contours to said contour image by 
referring to a contour density distribution in said contour image to 
generate a contour added imag^ and 

an image synthesizer foi^ superimposing said input image and a 
smoothed image obtained by performing a smoothing process for said input 
image, by referring to said contour a^ded image, to generate a synthesized 
image. 

2. The image processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
contour image generator includes deletioA means for deleting a contour 
pixel within said contour image, said contoiit* pixel satisfying at least one 
condition wherein a contour level of said contour pixel is equal to or 
smaller than a first threshold value. 

3. The image processing apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said first 
threshold value is a value for a contour level higherVthan a contour level 
caused by printing dots that result from printing and i^oire patterns that 
occur when the print contents are read into. 



4. The image processing appar 
contour adder includes deter 
image with a predetermined win 
of contour pixels in said predeter 




according to claim 1, wherein said 
n means for scanning said contour 
determining whether a density 
window is equal to or greater than 
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a second threshold walue. 



5. The image processmg apparatus according to claim 4, wherein said 
contour adder further comprises: 

means for calculatmg an average value of contour levels of contour 
pixels in said predetermined\window; and 

change means for changing the contour level of a target pixel in 
said predetermined window toXsaid average value if the density of the 
contour pixels in said predetermiried window is equal to or greater than the 
second threshold value and the Vontour level of target pixel in said 
predetermined window is smaller thaii said average value. 



6. The image processing\ apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
image synthesizer determines a superimposition ratio for a pixel value of a 
pixel in said input image and a pixel value of a corresponding pixel in said 
smoothed image by referring ^|;o the contour levels of respective pixels in 
said contour added image. 



7. The image processing apparatus according to claim 6, wherein said 
superimposition ratio is determined^ by substituting said contour levels of 
said respective pixels in said contoii^ added image into a predetermined 
function. 



8. An image processing method comprisingUhe steps of: 

generating a contour image from an input image generated by reading, as a 
multi-valued image, print contents of printedWatter into; 

adding contours to said contour image by referring to a contour 
density distribution in said, contour image and g^enerating a contour added 
image; and 
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superimposing said input image and a smoothed image obtained by 
performing a smoothing proces^ for said input image, by referring to said 
contour added image, and genera\ing a synthesized image. 

9. The image processing method \according to claim 8, wherein said 
generating step includes a step of deleting a contour pixel within said 
contour image, said contour pixel satisiVing at least one condition wherein 
a contour level of said contour pixel isNequal to or smaller than a first 
threshold value. \ 

10. The image processing method according to^ claim 9, wherein said first 
threshold value is a value for a contour level higher than a contour level 
caused by printing dots that result from printingXand moire patterns that 
occur when the print contents are read into. \ 

11. The image processing method according to claim 8, wherein said adding 
step includes a step of scanning said contour image with a predetermined 
window, and determining whether a density of contour pixels in said 
predetermined window is equal to or greater than a second threshold value. 

12. The image processing method accjc>i^ing to claim 11, wherein said 
adding step further comprises th0\*epsV)f: 

calculating an average valijre of contour levels of contour pixels in 
said predetermined window; and \ 

changing the contour level of a target pixel in said predetermined 
window to said average value if the density \pf the contour pixels in said 
predetermined window is equal to or greaterXthan the second threshold 
value and the contour level of target pixel in saia predetermined window is 
smaller than said average value. \ 
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13. The image proces^ng method according to claim 8, wherein said 
synthesizing step comprises a step of determining a superimposition ratio 
of a pixel value of a pix^ in said input image and a pixel value of a 
corresponding pixel in saidXsmoothed image by referring to the contour 
levels of respective pixels in sa^d contour added image. 

14. A storage medium for storing Vn image processing program, said image 
processing program comprising the Vteps of: 

generating a contour imageXfrom an input image generated by 
reading, as a multi-valued image, print\contents of printed matter into; 

adding contours to said contouE image by referring to a contour 
density distribution in said contour imag^ and generating a contour added 
image; and 

superimiposing said input image and a smoothed image obtained by 
performing a smoothing process for said inpur^ image, by referring to said 
contour added image, and generating a synthesized image. 

15. The storage medium according to claim 14, lAherein said generating 
step includes a step of deleting a contour pixel withm said contour image, 
said contour pixel satisfying at least one condition whWein a contour level 
of said contour pixel is equal to or smaller than a first thVeshold value. 



16. The storage medium according to claim 15, wherein saidy first threshold 
value is a value for a contour level higher than a contour l^el caused by 
printing dots that result from printing and moire patterns thaK occur when 
the print contents are read into. 



17. The storage medium according- to cla 
includes a step of scanning said contou 




wherein said adding step 
with a predetermined 
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window, and determining\ whether a density of contour pixels in said 
predetermined window is equal to or greater than a second threshold value. 

18. The storage medium accoWing to claim 17, wherein said adding step 
further comprises the steps of: 

calculating an avera^ valiieN>f contour levels of contour pixels in 
said predetermined window; §Xd \ 

changing the contour level of a target pixel in said predetermined 
window to said average value if the Vlensity of the contour pixels in said 
predetermined window is equal to or greater than the second threshold 
value and the contour level of target pixAl in said predetermined window is 
smaller than said average value. \ 

19. The storage medium according to claim 14, wherein said synthesizing 
step comprises a step ok determining a superimposition ratio for a pixel 
value of a pixel in said input image and a pixel value of a corresponding 
pixel in said smoothed imagej^by referring to the contour levels of respective 
pixels in said contour added image. 

20. The storage medium according to claim 19, wherein said 
superimposition ratio is determined by substituting said contour levels of 
said respective pixels in said contoiir added image into a predetermined 
function. \ 
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